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Summer Seminar 

 Since the opening of Nara Prefectural Kokusai Senior High School, Garr Reynolds (the 

VFKRRO·V Honorary Principal and Professor of Communications at Kansai Gaidai University), 

offers a complimentary lesson to his students during their summer vacation. The course 

primarily focuses on media literacy as he teaches students how to create effective video 

presentations through a variety of examples and practical application. At a school where 

students are already taught by native English teachers, this course tends to appeal to 

students with an interest in advancing their English comprehension skills, as well as to students 

that thrive to improve their presentation skills. 

  The course is a three-hour seminar wherein which students work in small groups to 

learn basic presentation and videography skills. As the students already learn about 

presentation skills in their native English class, Mr. Reynolds also teaches the students about 

basic filmography techniques. These basics include, guiding students to set their iPads 

and/or smart phone device settings to the most optimal recording conditions (i.e., 1080p, 

30fps, and a 16:9 aspect ratio). During the process, students are also shown examples of how 

video quality impacts the mood and delivery of information. Shortly thereafter, students are 

informed that by the end of the course, they will be asked to produce a 1-minute video 

presentation with their tablemates (group members).    

Before students are set loose to film and edit their video presentations, however, they 

engage in group discussions about topics such as ´what makes a bad video?µ�By these 
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means, students come to understand not only what processes they should be avoiding, but 

also what they should attempt to accomplish in the process. Students are also instructed on 

how to frame their shots, how to take great audio, and how to go about selecting the right 

genre of music for their videos. Mr. Reynolds even delves into more advanced techniques, 

such as, how to introduce A-rolls and B-rolls, the best way of sequencing shots, as well as 

different ways of cutting, shooting, and editing.  

After the lecture portion of the seminar concludes, students are given a limited 

amount of time to not only brainstorm, storyboard, and decide on one cohesive idea, but 

they must also film, edit, sequence, and finalize their video presentations within the allotted 

time. Throughout this process, students come to develop them team building, negotiation, 

collaboration, and communication skills. Moreover, this course does not only afford students 

the chance to immerse themselves in English language acquisition, but it also gives the 

participants a chance to experience a university level course, instructed by a real, and 

highly sought-after, university professor. Students that participated in the Summer Seminar 

have also shown continuous growth and improvement in their presentation skills and English 

comprehension ability. The Summer Seminar is not only a rare custom/event in Japan, but it 

helps students to further develop the skills necessary for them to navigate and excel in an 

increasingly technological, modern day world.  
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FRIDAY, JULY 30TH 
SUMMER SEMINAR 
“Developing Your Video Presentation Skills” 
 

Time: 13:00 – 16:00 

Place: I.T. Room 2࣭(3F)࣭➨㸰ሗᐊ 

Guests: Nara Kokusai students (32 max) 

Purpose:  
x Learn production skills that will help you create 

a great video presentation.  

Only 32 students can participate! 

- Sign up here! (QR code) Ѝ  
- ݆̐̑̕ೖΉͲ ʀ̑̐໌ॳ 

 

 

Do you want to 
improve your 

presentation skills? 
____ 

Are you interested in 
making videos? 

____ 

Learn from a 
presentation expert: 

Mr. Garr Reynolds! 
____ 

Improve your English 
skills in an all-

English learning 
environment! 

____ 

Make an effective 
video presentation! 

NARA KOKUSAI 
ྒྷݟྒྷࢤ 

್໌ௌ̗̏̒̒ʷ̏̐ 

https://narakokusai.jp/ 

Mon - Fri: 0830-1700 
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(1) Introduction 

 
         English Village was hosted by Akita International  University and taught by students 
from the school. Classes were taught online once a month for roughly 2 hours each session 
during the weekend. The objective of the program was to build a strong base in English 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WKURXJK�OHDUQLQJ�HIIHFWLYH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV�DQG�XVLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�
words to express oneself. The four classes were broken down into the following: lesson 
�ĺ�*XHVV�:KDWࠕⱥㄒ࡛ㄝࠖ࠺࡚ࡋlearning how to describe what you want to say in 
\RXU�RZQ�ZRUGV��OHVVRQ��ĺ�6D\�,W�LQ�(QJOLVKࠕⱥㄒ࡛ゝࠖ࠺࡚ࡗlearning how to say 
VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�XVLQJ�D�GLFWLRQDU\��OHVVRQ��ĺ�$VN�3OXV�$QVZHU�3OXV୍ࠕゝῧ࡚࠼ᗈࡀ
ⱥヰࠖOHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�IXUWKHU�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��DQG�OHVVRQ��ĺ�,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�&RQYHUVDWLRQ�
PartnersࠕAIU⏕ⱥヰࠖusing the techniques in the previous lessons in short 15 minute 
conversations with groups of 5 members.  
 
11᭶ 20᪥(ᅵ㸧14:00㹼16:00㡭 ࣛࢢࣟ㸯 Guess Whatࠕⱥㄒ࡛ㄝࠖ࠺࡚ࡋ 

/HW¶V��6SHDN��ĺࡢࡑ�ሙⱥㄒ࡛ヰࠋࣙࢩࢡ࣮࣡ࡏ 
*URXS�:RUN��ĺ�ᑠ࡛࣮ࣝࢢヰ࠺ࡋࢱ㸟 
 

㸯2᭶ 18᪥(ᅵ㸧10:00㹼12:00㡭 ࣛࢢࣟ㸰 Say It in English ࠕⱥㄒ࡛ゝ࡚ࡗ
 ࠖ࠺
,PSURYH�<RXU�6NLOOV��ĺ�㎡᭩ࡎⱥㄒ࡛⾲⌧ࡓࡍ
 ࠋࡪᏛࢡࢽࢡࢸࡢ
 

1᭶ 8᪥㸦ᅵ㸧10:00㹼12:00㡭 ࣛࢢࣟ 3 Ask Plus Answer Plus ୍ࠕゝῧ࡚࠼ᗈࡀ
 ⱥヰࠖ
/HDUQ�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�6NLOOV��ĺ�ヰࢽࢡࢸࡄ࡞ࡘ
ࠊࡃ࡞࡛ࡅࡔヰࠊࡓ ࠋࡍ࡛ࣛࢢࣟࡪᏛࢡ

࡛ࣥࢫࣞࡍᚓ⩦ࣝࢫ࡞࠺ࡅ᭩

 ࠋࡍ
 

2᭶ 5᪥(ᅵ)10:00㹼12:00㡭 ࣛࢢࣟ 4 Interview with Conversation Partners   

 ⱥヰ㸟ࠖ⏕AIUࠕ
(QMR\��ĺ�ⱥㄒᴦࡃ࠺ࠊࡋ⌮ゎ࡛࠸࡞ࡁࡢᑐฎ
ἲ࡛࣮ࣝࢢᏛࠋࡪ 
 

 
 
(2) Preparation 

 
         In preparation for the event, we recruited students from our school who were interested 
in joining the program from grades one and two. To advertise the event, we made a poster 
with the information and put them up in each classroom. We also set up an application form 
on Google Classroom. In total, we were able to recruit 21 students in a span of two weeks. 
Meitetsu Travel Bureau acted as a mediator between our school and Akita International 
University relaying any questions or concerns we had, communicating any information of 
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students and the classes, as well as sending information about class materials that would be 
used on the day of. To effectively pass down the information to our students, we created an 
online classroom via Google Classroom and broadcasted any news about the classes, 
uploaded worksheets and QR code information, as well as handled any questions or 
comments from our students that came up. The classroom also served as a way for students 
to receive the information in the event they were absent from school. Aside from using the 
digital format, we also handed the information about classes and the worksheets to students 
in their classes. 
 
 

          
 
 
 
(3) Lessons 
 
        On the day of the lessons, a Kokusai High School teacher from the English Department 
took part in an online meeting through Zoom with the University to talk about the lesson and 
any absent students. The teacher in charge observed the lessons although we did not talk 
nor show our faces to our students in order for our students to concentrate on the task at 
hand. Generally, all the students were introduced to the topic of the day as well as any new 
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YRFDEXODU\�IROORZHG�E\�D�µEUHDN-RXW�VHVVLRQ¶�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�EURNH�XS�LQWR�GLIIHUHQW�FKDW�
rooms of 5 students each. There, students were able to use the language in conversation 
with one of the teachers pertaining to the topic such as asking questions in conversations or 
continuing a conversation. Teachers were all current students who were studying education 
so they were able to teach English phrases while adding some Japanese instruction to 
facilitate student learning. At the end of each lesson, all of the teachers, a representative 
from Meitetsu Travel Bureau, and a teacher from Kokusai had a meeting to talk about any 
concerns or comments regarding the lesson.The meeting also served as an effective way to 
talk about what to expect for the following lesson.  
 
(4) Conclusion 
 
          To conclude, through the three month program, students were able to have a chance 
to brush up on their English skills from which they learned at their regular classes at school. 
Not only that, they were also able to apply these skills in communication with student 
teachers who were near their age. As a result, our students felt more confident in asking 
questions and prolonging conversation in daily life which was evident in my own classes and 
in speaking with them outside of class time.  
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