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 ❧㤋ࢪኴᖹὒᏛ◊ಟ                 
 
 㸦㸧❧㤋ࢪኴᖹὒᏛᩍဨ◊ಟ 
 
Teacher Training at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) 
 
(1) Introduction   
 
          I had the privilege to attend a training seminar about methods in research, ࠕ᥈✲ࠖ
 ᪉ἲ, presented by Professor Usui Michimasa held by Ritsumeikan Asiaࡢࠖ㆟ㄽ(ㄽ㏙)ࠕ
Pacific University in Beppu City, Oita from 11/21st-22nd, 2022. The two day program 
consisted of a four hour seminar  followed by a tour of the campus and a discussion with 
current students about the school.  
          
(2) Training Seminar on 11/21/2021 
 
         On the morning of the 21st, I and a colleague from Kokusai flew to Oita, Kyushu for the 
training seminar. On the first day, we learned about methods regarding research by Mr. 
Usui. From the seminar, I picked up a few key points that I was able to apply to my own 
classes. The first point was ࠕ⏕ᚐయ㦂ࠖࡏࡉin which students must experience what 
they are researching rather than just look up the necessary information. For example, to 
gather information, one can actually go out into the field and do a survey. The second point I 
found to be interesting was ࠕ㦫ࡁ᥈ࠖࡍwhich should be the starting point to why we 
want to do research in the first place. For example, at the seminar, Mr. Usui showed us 
statistics    about schools in Japan with western style buildings. Although it would be 
presumed that Tokyo would have the most buildings of all prefectures, it was not actually the 
case. The prefecture with the most buildings turned out to be Nagano prefecture. This 
VHUYHV�DV�D�³VXUSULVH´�WKDW�VSDUNV�RXU�LQWHUHVW�DQG�PRWLYDWHV�XV�WR�JHW�XS�DQG�UHVHDUFK�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�³:K\"´��+H�WKHQ�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�ZLWKRXW�WKH�³VXUSULVH´����WKHUH�LV�QR�PRWLYDWLRQ�
WR�JR�RXW�DQG�UHVHDUFK��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��ILQGLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�VSDUN�RI�LQWHUHVW�ZLOO�PRWLYDWH�
students to go out and research on their own.  
          The third point Mr. Usu brought up doing research as if you are putting together a 
VWRU\��)RU�H[DPSOH��KH�VKRZHG�XV�D�SDLQWLQJ�DQG�DVNHG�WKH�VHVVLRQ�³:K\�LV�WKHUH�D�GRJ�LQ�
WKH�SDLQWLQJ"´�)URP�WKHUH��ZH�UHVHDUFKHG�ZK\�GRJV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�SDLQWLQJV�DQG�ZKDW�
meaning they had in paintings at that time period. In this manner, we could  research each 
piece of the painting and put together a whole story of the meaning of the entire painting. 
When researching, it is best to look at all parts of the topic and put everything together into 
one story. The final point Mr. Usui brought up in his seminar was that it is perfectly fine to fail 
LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�UHVHDUFK��7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�RI�UHVHDUFK�LV�WKH�³H[SHULHQFH´�RI�
trying to find a solution and getting to better know the topic rather than finding the ultimate 
solutioQ��2QH�LV�LQVSLUHG�E\�D�³VXUSULVH´�DQG�WKHQ�JRHV�RQWR�UHVHDUFK�D�WRSLF��7KH�H[SHULHQFH�
of researching the topic leads to understanding of the topic leading to more questions 
completing the research cycle.  
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(3) Campus Tour on 11/22/2021 
 
          On the second day, we went on a campus tour.  A few aspects of the school which 
striked me was that there was a language learning room with a library of books in many 
different languages. Students of all cultural backgrounds were welcome to look through 
these books in foreign languages. There were also classes conducted for students hoping to 
study Japanese as a second language as well as test preparation classes for students taking 
the JLPT. Another aspect that was interesting was that the libraries all had a large selection 
of Japanese and English books but not only that,  the books were mixed together to show 
the equal importance of both languages. The last thing I found interesting was that the first 
year Japanese students lived with a study abURDG�VWXGHQW�DV�SDUW�RI�$38¶V�YLVLRQ�RI�
experiencing cultural differences on campus. During the discussion facilitated by current 
students at the university, the topic of living and studying with other students of different 
cultural backgrounds was brought up. Students stated that although there may have been 
some difficulties living and learning together,  the experience of understanding and working 
through the cultural differences was deemed more valuable than any of their hardships.   
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 language library  

 
                 books in English and Japanese 
 
(4) Conclusion 
 
         As a teacher at Kokusai High School which strives to develop globally minded 
students, I will adopt aspects from my experience to enrich my school. I felt that a language 
room would facilitate not only the acknowledgement of other languages, but also help fuel 
the passion in our students to go out and become the international citizens we want them to 
be.  
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