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(1) Intoduction 
        Kokusai High School strives to develop students to be globally adept, who will 
contribute to the international community. To foster this idea, we take in students from 
foreign countries so that we can instill the idea of working together and cross-cultural 
understanding. For this program, agencies such as AFS Intercultural Program and ʰΠζΠ
 ϕϫζΥέφʱacted as a mediator between our school and the students. Theڰਫ਼Տ͜ߏ߶
programs gave us information about the students and helped them find a host family in 
Japan.Also, the program provided the students with information about Japan and its culture, 
school needs like uniforms and textbooks, and about any events happening in the local area. 

(2) Preparation 
      To prepare for students coming from overseas, Kokusai has appointed teachers to 
assist students during their stay at school. In preparation, we developed a class schedule for 
the student keeping in mind Japanese level as well as what subjects would interest the student. 
For example, for our most recent student, we made a schedule consisting of English, PE, 
biology, math which were comparable to Japanese ability. However, subjects like Japanese and  
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social studies were avoided due to the difficulty in Japanese. We also made sure to include the 
student in our international understanding classes such as in our global research classes 
conducted three times a week, foreign language class (Spanish, Chinese, Korean, French, and  

conducted three times a week, foreign language class (Spanish, Chinese, Korean, French, and 
German) as well as home room once a week. We also set a homeroom for the student to attend 
HDFK� ZHHN�� )RU� RXU� PRVW� UHFHQW� VWXGHQW�� EHFDXVH� ZH� KDYH� WZR� n.RNXVDL� 3OXV|� FODVVHV�
designated to prepare students for overseas, the overseas student alternated homeroom 
between the two classes better allowing for communication between students. 
      When it became closer to welcoming the study abroad student, we had a school 
introduction online to introduce our students, school goal, and overall, what to expect once 
the student entered our school. For this, we asked volunteers to help introduce our school. I 
felt it was a success not only as a purpose to introduce the school to the new student, but also 
as a good first impression of our students and Japan as a whole. Students were more 
comfortable having broken the ice before meeting in person in class. On the first day of school, 
we had an orientation session with the study abroad student about school rules, cultural norms 
in Japan, and a tour of the school given by our school ALT. 

(3) Day to Day  
       Day to day, the study abroad students took classes with our school students. In English 
classes for example, students were able to communicate with students in English thus 
advancing their motivation to study abroad in the future. The study abroad student attended 
Japanese classes as a second language taught by a Kokusai teacher. There, daily conversation 
and grammar was taught to students. For classes that needed a higher level of Japanese 
proficiency, teachers in charge of the study abroad program joined the class serving as an 
interpreter for the student. In the case of the most recent student, by the end of the stay, 
students began helping the study abroad student with the class in English. I felt this was a very  

welcome sight as students were able to act on their own to help each other using their English. 
Study abroad students joined clubs as well, ranging from English Club to sports clubs like 
tennis. Joining clubs gave the students away for them to communicate outside of class with  
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less pressure. In English Club for example, the study abroad student was able to introduce 
popular things from her own culture while students from our school shared something about 
Japanese culture. 
        As one of the teachers in charge of study abroad students, I was tasked to check on 
students and understanding of the lessons as well as relay information to the other teachers at 
our school. Also, when there was information about school events or schedule changes, I 
shared the information to the students along with any translation of documents needed. The 
task was rewarding for me as I was able to understand how students see Japan and education 
from a foreign country perspective. 

(4) Conclusion 
       Overall, the study abroad program has been a success in that students have broadened 
their mind in regards to global understanding. Because they are taking classes together as 
students at the same level, they can better understand foreign culture and thinking while 
learning more about their own culture in the global sphere. We hope to continue accepting 
students in the foreseeable future as a way to develop students who are global citizens. 
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